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ABSTRACT 

This is the first of a series of capsule 
Bibliographies on current issues in urban and minority education. It 
is a selection from a computer search using suitable descriptors 
matched against a standard Educational Resources Information Center 
(ERIC) Cleaoringhcuse profile for urban and minority concepts. Such 
descriptors (subject headings) as grouping procedures, cluster 
grouping, grouping (instructional purposes), heterogeneous grouping, 
homogeneous grouping, student grouping,^ age grade placement, flexible 
scheduling, and ability grouping are used to encompass the concept of 
grouping practices. . The bibliography covers materials in the ERIC 
system from January 1970 through Harch 1976^ The cited items are 
arranged exactly as they have been printed by the computer. Citations 
are in descending order of ERIC number. Documents follow the journal 
articles in the bibliography. A categorized index to the references 
is provided. (Author/AH) 



♦♦«♦♦♦♦♦*♦♦♦♦♦*♦♦♦**♦♦♦♦*♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦*♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

♦ Documents acquired by ERIC include many informal unpublished ♦ 

♦ materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort ♦ 

♦ to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal ♦ 

♦ reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality ♦ 

♦ of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available ♦ 

♦ via the ERIC Document Reproduction iservice (EDRS) . . EDRS is not ♦ 

♦ responsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions ♦ 

♦ supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original. ♦ 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^^^♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦*** 



ERIC/CUE CAPSULE BIBLIOGRAPHY SERIES 



Number 1^ August 1976 



GROUPING PRACTICES 



Compiled by 



Raja Ja/atilleke 



u s. DEPARTMENTOF HEALTH, 
EDUCATION ft WELFARF. 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
EDUCATION 

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO- 
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM 
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION OR IGIN- 
ATtNG IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS 
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE- 
SENT OFFICIAL NATIONAL tNSTITUTEOF 
EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY 



ERIC CLEARINGHOUSE ON URBAN EDUCATION 
Teachers Co liege -Columbia Universify - New York, N.Y. 



This bibliography is one in the ERIC/CUE Capsule Bibliography Series produced by 
the ERIC Clearinghouse on Urban Education under contract 400-75'-0008 between 
the National Institute of Education (DHEW) and Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
versity Additional copies will be available from: 

ERIC Document Reproduction Service 
P.O. Box 190 

Arlington, Virginia 22210. 
Its ED identification nunrrf^er and full ordering instructions will be found in Resources 
in Education, the monthly EKIC abstract fournal or can be obtained by contacting 
ERIC/CUE. 

Copies are also ovailoble from the Institute for Urban and Minority Education, Box 
40, Teachers College, Columbia University, Mew York, New York 10027, for $0.50 
each. 



The ERIC Clearinghouse on Urban Education is part of the Institute for Urban and 
Minority Education (lUME), an agency for human resource development and school 
organization improvement in the nation's cities. Founded in 1973, the Institute is 
sponsored by Teachers College, ColunJaia University, New York, New York 10027. 



3 



INTRODUCTION 

This is the first of a series of Copsule Bibliogrophies on current issues in urban and 
minority education. It is a selection from a computer search using suitable descriptors 
matched against a standard Clearinghouse profile for "urban and minority" concepts. 
Such descriptors (subject headings) os grouping procedures^ cluster grouping, grouping 
(iristructional purposes), heterogeneous grouping, homogeneous grouping, student 
grouping, age grade placement, flexible scheduling, and ability grouping were used 
to encompass the concept of grouping practices. The bibliography covers materials in 
the ERIC System from January 1970 through March J976. 

Journal articles, identifiable by the "EJ" prefix to their ERIC nunJber, ore not available 
through the ERIC system, but may be read in many public or college libraries. Other 
cited documents, identifiable by their "ED" prefixes, are available through the ERIC 
system, except where a statement to the contrary h noted; olternote sources of avail- 
ability ore then found in the citations. For compjete availability statemen^, please 
see page iii. 

The cited items are arranged exactly as they hove been printed out by computer: cita- 
tions ore in descending order of ERIC nundb^r, and documents follow the pumol articles 
In the bibliography. 

A categorized index to the references is provided on page iv. 
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Descriptors: *Negro Youth/ »sei£ concept/^ '^Grouping (insrrucrxonaA 
Purposes) / ♦Student Fvalnation/ ♦Bacial Discrimination/ Self Esteem/ 
Racism/ Classification/ Negro Stereotypes/ laentif ication 
(Psychological) 

An analysis of the dynamics involved in the process of attachxng 
labels of inferiority to black children^ in terms of the function 
vhich this mechanism serves tor the dominant group and the consequent 
deleteriou5> psychological effects on the children. (EH) 



Special Education, Special Education: Trends and 



3. EJ09«630 E» 504824 

Social Issues in 
Issuer 

Bransfordr Lonis A. Phi Delta Kappan; 55; 8; 530-532 Apr 7fl 
Descriptors: *Special Pducation/ *Grooping (Instructional Purposes)/ 
*Rinority Groups/ *Testing/ *Kentally Handicapped/ Cultural Factors/ 

*^In*"*^the^°past^ two years nore indiriduals than erer before have sued 
educational systess in the United States because of testing, labeling, 
and placement nractices in the schools. Discusses solutions to those 
practices as they relate to special education in general and progra»s 
for the aentally retarded in particular. (Authbr/jyj 



A. EJ0911632 Ea50«»822 . , , » 

The Great Sorting Bachine. Special Edncationt Trends and Issues 
Kirp. David L. Phi Delta Kappan; ; 8; 521-525 Apr 7^ 
Descriptors: ♦Grouping (instructional Purt^oses)/ *Handicappea/ 

♦Ability Grouping/ *Special Education/ ♦Minority Groups 

Discusses the case for identifying less restrictive categories and 

beginning a "deserting" process for the hand icapp^sd. (Author? 



5. ^••'5^0391^^UD502663^^^^^^^ Cultural Bias in the Intelligence Testing 

of Disadvantaged School Children ^ « 

Georgetown Law Journal; 61; U; 1027-1066 ffar 73 *«„Hr4^ 
Descriptors: ♦Intellioence Tests/ ♦Disadvantaged Touth/ ♦Public 
Education/ ♦Ability ' Grouping/ ♦Court ^""J^^^ 
Disadvantagement/ Racial Discrimination/ Legal Problems/ Resource 

Allocations/ Test Bias . \ . _ . . , , 

The court cases and leoal codes cited in this article include v^ B^^^^ 
V. Board of Education, 195U; Hob?on v. Hansenr 1967; Diana^vy^^^^ 

■c^.:-.::-:^^6i^rd^.M^od&.$B 



m 






EJ08a2«l6 CG506287 

A Cluster PrograQ For Hich Risk Collorre Students 

Beaver, David P. College Student Journal; 7; 2; 61-65 Apr-Bay 

73 

Descriptors: ♦College Students/ ♦College Admission/ ♦Educationally 
Disadvantaged/ ♦Low Ability Students/ ♦Ability Grouping/ Student 
Ability 

A Biyriad of problems has arisen from the open door*» polxcy nany 
institutions are pursuing. Not the least of these is the increasing 
presence of many high risk** or academically disadvantagt»a*^ • 
students in classes where they are not adeguately prepared to do 
college work. This article seeks to present an innovative approach to | 
the problem. fAuthor) 



BJ082619 BA50£I03U 

How Ability Grouping Fails 

Pindley, Warren Inequality in Education; l'^; 38-«l0 Jul 73 
Descriptors: ♦Ability Grouping/ ♦Grouping (Instructional Purposes)/ j 

♦Test Bias/ ♦Minority Groups/ ♦Racial Discrimination/ Public Schools 

Discusses weaknesses and cultural biases of ability grouping systems ^ 

and suggests methods for improving testing programs. (JP) 



BJ082617 EA504032 

Separate and Unequal Again 

Green, Winifred Inequality in Education; 1«; 1II--16 Jul 73 
Descriptors: ^Testing Problems/ ♦Ability Grouping/ ♦Equal Educaticr./ ; 
♦Minority Groups/ ♦Racial Discrimination/ School Integration/ Public ; 

Schools 1^ ju 

Discusses how testing and tracking affect students. Argues that 
grouping reinforces years of discriminatory treatment in the education .^i 
of black children, locking them into classroom situations in which the 
stigmas and hopelessness are the same or worse than in the days of ; 
separate but unequal schools. (JP) 



BJ078798 UD502253 

How Testing Harms Children 

Green, Winifred South Today; 4; 8; 6-^7 May-^un 73 
Descriptors: Ability Grouping/ ♦Intelligence Tests/ ♦Negro Education 
/ ♦Racial Discrimination/ School Integration/ Social Discriminatiatt/rg| 
♦Special Education/ ♦Student Grouping/ Test Bias/ Testing Probleae -^^^ 

Discusses some children with whom the author has worked^ and how the 
current definition of intelligence and the use of testing have 
affected their lives and then suggests some ways private groups can be^^^ 
involved in solving the problem. (Author/JB) 



lO* EJ060673 AA512975 

Three Approaches to Grouping Procedures for the Education of 
Disadvantaged Primary School Children 

Cartwrightt 6* Phillip; Bclntosh^ Dean K. Journal of Educational ; 
Research; 65; 9; «25-9 Ray-Jun 72 

Descriptors: Ability Rroupina/ ♦Academic Achievement/ ♦EdncationallT 
Disadvantaged/ Evaluation/ ♦Grouping Procedures/ Heterogeneous t 
Grouping/ Homogeneous Grouping/ ♦Primary Grades/ ♦Student Grouping 

Groupina heterogeneously , homogeneously^ and flexibly made no : 
significant difference in academic achievement in research done on 260 
children over a 2-year period* (Editor) 

11. EJ050659 0D50138ft ^ 
Tracking and Minority Student Attitudes and Performance 
tlarascuilo, Leonard A*; KcSveeney^ Haryellen Urban Education; 6r 
^l 303-319 Jan 72 

Descriptors: ♦Ability Grouping/ Heterogeneous Grouping/ Homogeneous i 
Grouping/ Junior High School Students/ *Minority Group Children/ y 
Bc^cial Segregation/ ♦Social Attitudes/ ♦Tracking/ Orbau Schools 
Identifiers: ♦Berkeley Unified School District 



12 EJ05000« OD501360 

m Analysis of the Participation of Racially Integrated Guidance i 
Groups of Culturally Different Children in Elementary Schools 

Eoney^ J. Don; And Others Journal of Negro Education; ftO; *; 
390-393 F 71 / 

Descriptors: ♦Disadvantaged Youth/ ♦Elementary School Counselxng/ 
Elementary School Students/ Guidance Counseling/ ♦Heterogeneous J. 
Grouping/ ♦Hinority Group Children/ Bacial Integration/ Sampling/ ^ 
Socialization/ Verbal Communication 

Data for this study were collected from a project funded by the Hogg 
Foundation. (SB) 



13. EJ0ft6ll05 BB503256 

The Disadvantaged Child and His Problems With Heading 
Tremonti^ Joseph Florida Reading Otiarterly; It 2; Bar 

71 

Descriptors: ♦Ability Grouping/ Auditory Discrimination/ ♦CultunLlly, 
Disadvantaged/ ♦Disadvantaged Youth/ ♦Learning Hodalitiesr/ Hotivation//;;! 
♦heading Difficulty/ Reading Saterials/ Reading Research/ yisuali g| 
Discrimination ' , ' ^^^' v-:-' v'^j:-^^^ 

14. EJ0U^588 UD501151 

Making Black Children Subnormal in Britain '■\''- i-ry-:^:'<:^ 

Coardr Bernard Integrated Education ; 9; 5; 49-52 s^P 7t ^ ; 
Descriptors: ♦ftbility Groupina/ Academic Achievement/ ♦Bias/ Culture:^^ 
Conflict/ ♦Educational Diagnosis/ Low AbiUty Students/ ♦Regrt^^ 
Students/ Self Esteem/ Sociali2ation ^^^^^ 



Identifiers: ♦Great Bratam 



Contains the complete text of an interview with the author d 
recent short study of the plight of black (especially Hest Indian^ 
students in the schools for the educationally subnora f-^ls^f 




15. EJ039571 EAS01609 

Ability Grouping: Helpful or Harmful? 

Kallr Korrill tt.; Findle; , Warren n. Phi Delta Kappan; 52; 9; 
556-557 May 71 

Descriptorfs: ♦Ability Grouping/ ♦Academic Achievement/ Cross Aq^ 
Teaching/ ♦Disadvantaqed Youth/' ♦Grouping (Instructional Purposes)/ 
Heterogeneous Grouping/ ♦Tutorino 

Describes the method and advantages of stratified heterogeneous 
grouping. (Author) 



16. EJ038372 AA509621 

The Disadvantaged** Child and the Bain-Dance School 
Hart^ Leslie A. Teachers College Record; 72; 4; 537--J2 Bay T1 
Descriptors: ♦Disadvantaged Youth/ ♦Grouping (Instructional ^ 
Purposes)/ ♦Hypothesis Testing 
Identifiers: ♦Colewan Report 

The author is extemely critical of long-held concepts concerning 
poor children. (CK) 

17. EJ03524U VT502256 

Beetino the Needs of the Disadvantaged — Is Grouping the Answer? 
Lee, Jasper S. Agricultural Education Magazine; '13; 10; 250—251 . 
Apr 71 

Descriptors: ♦Agricultural Education/ ♦Disadvantaged, Youth/ 
Educational Needs/ ♦Grouping (Instructional Purposes)/ ♦Grouping 
Procedures/ Secondary School Students/ ♦Student Grouping/ Student 
Reeds 

18. EJ023n6 OD500511 

The Effects of Ability Grouping on Inner-^ity Children 
Ogletree, Earl; ujlaki, Vilaa E. Illinois Schools Journal; 50; 1; 
63-70 Spr »70 

Descriptors: ♦Ability Grouping/ Disadvantaged Schools/ 
♦Disadvantaged louth/ ♦Educational Discrinination/ ♦Bleaentary Grades/ 
Low Ability Students/ Self Concept/ Slow Learners/ ♦Student Attitudes/ '"fi;^ 
Student ttotivation 

19. EJ019169 RE501055 ^^^^^^ • 

School Entrance Variables and Later Achievement and Personality^ ^ 
Binkleyr «• Edward Int Reading Assn Conf Proc Pt 1; 13; 628 --3*1 ^^^^^^ 
68 Apr ■ . ' ' ■ ' " • '.. . ^:^'/^ 

Descriptors: ♦Academic Achievement/ Admission Criteria/ ♦Age Grade 
Placement/ ♦Culturally Disadvantaged/ Personality Development/ 
♦Ireschool Tests/ Readiness/ ♦Research/ Sex Differences y^lg" 
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20. tn022l1 9S Tn00tt512 

Pupil Testing: A Legal View. Report No. 23. 
Tractenberq, Paul L.; Jacoby, Elaine 

EMC Clearinghouse on Tests, Measurement, and Fvaluation, Princeton. 
W.J. 

Sponsoring Rqency: National Inst, of Fducation (DHEW) , Washington, 
D.C. Office of Dissemination and Resources. 
Report Wo.: ERIC-TK-38 
Contract No.: OFC-O-TO-STgTCSig) 
Publ. Date: Dec 71 Wote: 26p. 

Descriptors: * Ability Grouping/ Age Grade Placement/ Aptitude Tests/ 
Court Litigation/ Educational Accountability/ Sducationally 
Disadvantaged/ Equal Protection/ Graduation Reqiireaents/ Legal 
Problpss/ ♦Low Incone Groups/ Hinority Croups/ Screening Tests/ 
Standardized Tests/ ♦Student Evaluation/ ♦Te^st Bicis/ ♦Testing/ ?est 
Interpretation/ Test Results/ Test Validity 

Traditionally t local school boards have had the power to assig^Ql 
students to classes and to set standards for proaotion and graduation; 
with this authority has gone the discretion to decide what role pupil 
testing will play in the local schools. Courts have been rel\actant to 
interfere with school board decisions on methodology, of which they 
consdder testina to be a partes They will intervene, however r when a 
constitutional right is affected by board policy or practice. They 
have done so consistently where racial or ethnic discrimination was 
involved in pupil testing. Children are given stand arized tests on 
numerous occasions through o\jt their public school careers. In addition 
to standardized tests, teachers prepare and administer tests in 
various subjects. However, this paper is concerned primarily with 
standardized tests, since it is they that have been attacked in the 
courts. Each type of test that has been dealt with in court cases is 
treated here. Specifically, they are: group and individually 
administered intelligence, aptitude, and achievement tests « 
(Author/DEP) 



ED090281 TM0035AO 

Locator Tests s Useful or Ornamental? 
Scott, Norval C 

Publ- Date: hpr 7U Note: 12p.; Paper presented at the American 
Educational Research Association Annual Meeting (Chicago, Illinois, 
April 15-19, 197«») 

Descriptors: ♦Age Grade Placement/ ♦Elementary School Students/ 
Grouping (Instructional Purposes)/ Bathenatics/ ♦Migrant Children/ 
Reading Lev-?!/ Test Reliability/ ♦Tests 

Identifiers: Wide Bange Achievement Test/ Zip Te-t 

A comparison was made of the results of two locator tests, the Zip . 
Test (ZT) and the Wide ^tzne Achievement Test (WHAT) , which were _ 
administered to 37 blacK migrant and resident pupils. The children 
were tested twice with each test: in early September and eight weeks 
after in Wcvember. Twenty -three children were taught by the Inquiry 
Method (Experimental) ami 1U in the conventional mode (Controls) . 
Results indicated that the ZT was a more reliable indicator than the 
HRAT for a child's grade location in math and reading, if the ZT 
uP'Iergoes modification' in administration and scoring instructions, • 
Neither test should be used oiagnostically . (Author) 



ED081816 TW003207 
Zip Test. 

Scott, Norval C-, Jr. 

Butte County Superintendent of Schools, Oroville, Calif.; California 
Slate Dept. of Education, Sacramento. Bureau of Community Services and 

Migrant Education- , - ^ 

Sponsoring Agency: Bureau of Elementary and Secondary Education 

(DHEW/OE) , Washincton, D.C. 
Note: 2ap- 

Oescriptors: Achievement Tests/ ♦Diagnostic Tests/ Elementary Grades 
/ ♦Elementary School Mathematics/ ♦Grouping (Instructional Purposes)/ 
♦Language Fluency/ Language Skills/ Language Tes*3/ ♦Migrant Child 
Education/ Micrant Children/ Reading Diagnosis/ Reading Level 

A copy of' the Zip Test, designed to determine quickly the grade 
placement of a migrant child in reading and math and to assess his 
English language facility, is presented. The purpose of the test is to 
locate the instructional level at which the child can effectively use 5 ^r? 
mathematics and reading books and to indicate his ability to f-i 
conceptualize verbally in English. The test is not intended for use in | 
cnronological grade placement- The test consists of a group of 
pictures of objects and activities, a series of simple words, six 
brief stories "(each consisting of only a few sentences) , a series of 
multiple-<:hoice word opposites, a group of shapes and numbers, and a 
series of arithmetic problems. Two forms for use in rrscording th»,5-r; 
child's perfcrnance on the test and placement level are also ^^i^ 
presented. (KK) .':Vj 



. El>063tttt8 UD012«52 

Final Peport of the Evaluation of the 1969-1970 Beniaain Franklin i 
Cluster Program: Programs and Patterns for Disadvantaged High School i 
Students. ESEA Title I. 

Eoffman, Louis J. 

Teaching and Learning Pesearch Corp., New Torlc, W.Y. 

Sponsoring Agency: Hew York City Board of Education, BrooklyOir 

Publ. Date: 70 Note: «2p« ; . . ■;.,;;-:;y:^|f 

Descriptors: Class Size/ ♦Cluster Grouping/ Curriculum Develop««ni/;|| 
♦Disadvantaged Youth/ Guidance Services/ High School Curriculum/ ♦High 
School Students/ Paraprof essional School Person ne V ^ ^^09ta»§ 
Evaluation/ Psycholooical Services/ Reading Skills/ Small Classes 

Identifiers: ♦Elementary Secondary Education Act Title I Prpgrra*/^ 
Esea Title I Programs/ New York City ''y ^ 

The Cluster Program at 6en:Jamin Franklin High School, funded uiider;fif^ 
Title 1 of the 1965 Elementary Secondary Education Act, is designed te^ji 
be a school within a school in which 249 ninth grade students attend^ 
classes in two separate clusters. Each cluster is formulated suchj^^tt 
all students receive instruction from fiye teachers in classes w^ 
maximal size is 30. These cluster students also receive the servio^ 
of paraprof essional aides, a counselor,; and a part-time psycholb(gfisti;3| 
Laboratories and skills centers in reading and : mathematics wieref:;?) 
specially developed for the cluster program, and tl»re» cnrri<mlu«|^ 
developers produced new materials in mathematics, scienC», and social 
studies. Evaluation procedures included (aV collecting and analyzing;.^^^ 
all the school record information available, (b) analyzing records and / 
documents produced hy the cluster program staff , (c) inierviawin^crgi; 
teachers, counselors, and the cluster program psychologist, ^^ W^^ 
administering guest ionnaires to cluster students, and (e) observation ^ 
of classroom functioning. (Author/JH) 



EDOeaUU? DD012U51 . . « V,. 

Pinal Beoort of the Evaluation of the 1970-1971 Ben3aain Pranlclixi 
Cluster Program: Programs and Patterns for Disadvantaged High School 
Stuoe&ts. ESEA Title I- 

Hoffman, louis J. 

Teaching and Learning Research Corp., New York, N.T- 

Sponsoring ?.gency: Hew York City Board of Education, Brooklyn, H.l. 

Publ. Date: 71 Note: 63p. 

Descriptors: Class Size/ *cluster Grouping/ Curriculua Developaeiit/ 
♦Disadvantaged Youth/ Guidance Services/ High school Curriculua>< *IIighf 
school Students/ Paraprof essional School personael/ *Proflnta^^^^^ 
Evaluation/ Psychological Services/ Reading Skills/ Small Classes - S 

Identifiers: ♦Elementary Secondary Education net Title I Program/ 
ESEA Title I Programs/ New York City 

The Cluster program, funded under Title i of the 196S Bleae-nt^ry 
secondary Education act, is designed to be a school vilihin a schqiol iA^ i 
vhic^ the students receive the benefits of small class siz^ 
psychological support, and cnrricular innovation- The program ttia^ 
year was expanded to include both ninth and tenth year stud^ntsi Thel 
two clusters of 150 students each receive insrt:rttction from five ; 
teachers in classes where maximal size is 30>. The cluster ^st^dentis;^ 
also receive the services of paraprofessional aides, guidancej^ 
counselors, and a school psychologist. Laboratory and skill centers i% 
reading and mathematics were specially developed for the prpgramw^^^ 
Curriculum developers produced new materials in mathematicsr scienceyv 
reading, and social studies. In addition the program inaugurated this j 
past year its phasing program in which students may select their owit^^^^^ 
programs from a variety of courses lasting approximately four weeks: 
each. Evaluation procedures included: (a> collecting and analyzing all , 
record data information available, (b) analyzing records and docnnents 
produced by the cluster program staff; (c) interviewing teachersrj 
counselors, etc.; (d) administering guestionnaires to cluster students 
and faculty: and, (e) observation of classroom activities. (Author/JH> 



ED0«838U TMOOOSOt 

Ability Grouping: 1970 — IV. Conclusions and Recommendations. 
Findley, Warren G.; Bryan, Miriam M. 
Georgia Univ., Athens. Coll. of Education. 

Sponsoring Agency: Office of Education (DHEW) , Washington, D.C. 
Publ. rate: Dec 70 Note: Bp- 

Available from: Dr. Korrill M. Hall, Director, Center for 
Educational ImproveBent , College of Education, University of Georgia, 
Athens, Georgia 30801. Identify the title, and the part needed (Single 
copies) 

HC Not Available from EDRS. 

Descriptors: *Ability Grouping/ ♦Acadenic Achievenent/ Age Grade ; 
Placement/ Cultural Differences/ Cultural isolation/ ♦Disadvantaged • 
youth/ *Educational Improvenent/ Grouping Procedures/ ♦Heterogeneous 
Grouping/ Homogeneous Grouping/ Binority Groups/ Performance Factors/ ■ 
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This paper synthesizes the three substantive reports on ability ; 
grouping described in TH 000 501-503. It lists the characteristics of 
ability grouping as practised in American school systems. Extensive ; 
conclusions and recommeadations, generally unfavorable to ability 
grouping are given. Alternative educational strategies for improvement 
of instruction are x^iCoiameRdeci . (PR) 
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Ability Grouping: 1970 — III. The Problems and Utilities Involved 

in the Ose of Tests for Grouping Children with Limited Backgrounds, 

and Alternative Strategies to Such Grouping. 
Pindley, Warren G.; Bryan, Hiriam B. 
Georgia Univ., Athens. Coll. of Education. 

Sponsoring Agency: Office of Education (DREW), Washington, D.C. 
Publ. Date: Dec 70 Bote: 56p. ^ ^ 
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Binority Groups/ Standardized Tests/ Student Grouping/ Team Teaching/ :; 
♦Test Bias/ ♦Testing/ Test Interpretation/ Test Reliability/ Test,| 
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Problems in the interpretation of standardized tests used to groui|i(|;f 
children of limited backgrounds, cultural bias in tests, and the S| 
misuse of tests are cronsidered- Reports on the use of specific testa- • 
with disadvantaged students are reviewed and some of the efforts beiiitf 
made to provide better interpretive data are discussed. Alternati^«_ 
strategies to homogeneous and heterogeneous ability groupiiigrate|| 
suocested and described in some detail. The mutually cpmpatibl^^ 
strategies include: "individualized instruction, stratif xeaj|y 
heterooeneous grouping, student tutoring, team teaching, and^earli|| 
childhood education. An extensive bibliography and a list of t^^t;|| 
references are provided. See TH 000 501, 502, and 504 f or oth^r,| 
■sections of ■ this report. '(PR) : 
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A Vilot Study of the Effects of Reterooeneous and Homogeneous 
Grouping on Bexican-American and ftnglo Children Attencling 
rrekindergarten Froorams. 

Durrett^ Mary Ellen; Pirofski, Florence 

Publ. Date: Peb 71 Note: 27p.; Paper presented at the American 
Research Association Annual Meeting, New York City, February, 1971 

Descriptors: Anglo Americans/ Aspxration/ *Behavior Change/ 
♦Cognitive Development/ Curiosity/ Economically Disadvantaged/ 
♦Heterogeneous Grouping/ ♦Homogeneous Grouping/ Intelligence Tests/ 
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Effects of heterogeneous and homogeneous grouping on the. 
psychological functioning of Mexican American preschool children froa 
economically disadvantaged families were investigated in a pilot 
project at San Jose State College Child Laboratory. Three experimental 
groups were composed of (1) 9 Mexican American children' from 
low-income families and 9 Anglo children from middle-income 
professional families (heterogeneous) , (2) 18 Mexican American 
children from low-income families (homogeneous) , and (3) 17 Anglo 
children from middle-income professional families (homogeneous) - Pour 
measures of cognitive functioning and 3 behavioral measures were 
individually administered at the beginning of the school year and 
again 8 months later- Comparisons of mean gain scores on pre- and 
post— tests were computed. Data demonstrated that heterogeneous and 
homogeneous grouping both have a facilitating effect on cognitive 
growth and behavior modification. It was noted that further research 
is needed to identify the psychoscfoial dimensions of the learning 
environments in heterogeneous and homogeneous groups and to assess, 
their contribution to cognitive change and behavior modification- 
Dimensions sugaested in interpretation of data were the teacher's mode 
of coping with problem situations and interacting with children, the 
role of the teacher as a model for behavior modification and an agent 
of reinforcement, the nature of the interpersonal relationships among 
children, and the social-climate properties of the group. (JH) 
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The effect of a major success~f ailure syabol m the school ana 
source of boi"?\ teacher and student expectatiocs — ^honogeneotis 
ability-groupintt"-tfas studied via a true experiment. Four hundred and 
tventy-one black high school and junior high school students in a 
suburban-city school system were arbitrarily and without fanfare moved 
up to the next higher ability group while 384 comparable students were 
retained in their assigned groups as controls- Of those moved np, 5* 
percent were subsequently recommended by their teachers for the higher 
group as compared to one percent of the controls. Bxperimentals also 
achieved higher scores on standardized achievement tests. Thusj. 
grouping assignment was shown to affect teacher expectations and 
student performance. (Author/JB) 
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The Effects o± Grouping Disadvantaged Chxldren for Reading 

Instructions in Grade 1. 

Newport News Public Schools, Va- 
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Descriptors: *Beginning Heading/ ♦Disadvantaged Groups/ Grade 1/ 
Grade 2/ ♦Grouping (Instructional Purposes)/ Reading Improvement/ 
♦Reading Instruction/ Reading Readiness/ ♦Reading Research 

Readina achievement of disadvantaged pupils vho were grouped for 
special instrncrtion under the sane teatdier in grades 1 and 2 was 
compared to the reading achievement of disadvantaged pupils who were 
instructed according to regular classroom procedures in grades 1 and 
2. pupils in the experimental group (55) were matched with pupils in 
the control group (Sft) on readiness scores from the Hetropolitaa 
Heading Readiness Test, Form A, and on mental ability scores from the 
Pintner-Cunninoham Primary Test, Form A, both administered during the 
first 2 weeks of school. The Stanford Achievement Test, Primary I, was 
administered at the end of first grade, and the Stanford Achiewement 
Test, Primary TI, For* Y, was qiven at the end of second grade. There 
were no significant differences between the control and the 
experimental groups on the two variables at the- beginning of grade 1. 
Bean achievement test scores for pupils in the experimental group were 
significantly higher than those for the control group both in grades 1 
and 2. A sionif icantly higher percentage of pupils in the experimental 
croup than in the control grouo were reading in grade level in^grades 
1 and 2. The findings suggested that grouoing disadvantaged pupils for 
instructional purposes significantly improved their chances for 
progress in the first two grades. (»E) 



